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OME ki e 405 N of 
the Profeſſors of Medicine, in the Uni- 


852 


greeable and diſtreſſing to ſome of the ſtudents, 


the following advertiſement 1 was 1 8 op on the 85 


college gate. 


46 Wan! oh profccthng - Medicine ! in 


© the Univerſity of Edinburgh, have of late 


* been guilty of partiality and injuſtice to 
certain Students; particularly te one of 


2 * three years ſtanding, whom they refuſed to 


* examine for his degree, on account of omit- 
„ting a certain form; at the ſame time per- 
„ mitting ſeveral others, liable to the ſame or 


. 


verſity of Edinburgh, being both diſa- 


Breater objections in that reſpect, to anſwer; 


* and alſo, two of only a year and halfs 
© ſtanding: And on application being made to 


* the Principal, by the ſaid gentleman, to in- 
1 terpoſe his authority with the Profeſſors, —he 


not only refuſed to do ſo, but declared he 
'* had no more power over them than a private 


* perſon. We muſt not here omit doing Dr 
Cullen the juſtice to acknowledge, that he 
alone oppoſed the Profeſſors in the above 


+ meaſures. 


© And whereas, the printed at Profeſſors | 


are endeavpuring to eſtabliſh ſome mn 
TO « n 


DUES 


. ob arr III», rs vg, 90s 1+ 2k ore AGE 


T4) 


© and oppreſſive regulations, „ relative to gra- 


© quation —— 

\ 66 We. therefore, "i dn es 

Ds 4 7 Medicine, juſtly alarmed at ſuch proceed- 
„ ings, have come to a reſolution to inſiſt on the 


« Original ſtatutes of the Univerſity being pub- 


4 licly read, as is the annual cuſtom in all other 
8 Unzvenſitics, that the power of the Profeſſors, 
*.and the rights and privileges of the Students, 
may he fully aſcertained: Being firmly re- 
18. „ ſolved, to 1 4 utmoſt of our abilities, to ſup- 
port the latter, againſt any unjuſt encroach- 
ments, or arbitrary rules of the former. 
Jo effect this laudable deſign, we expect 
5 the co-· operation of the Students of this U- 
* niverſityʒ and, for this purpoſe, a meeting 
„will be held at Mr Summer's Wander this 
evening at ſix o'clock,” 


Thurſday, . 
1 I 5 1770. 


WI r. Dran 
SAM. EvANS. 

TIM. KI RB. 
WILL. BA 1 


The Profeſſors, confidering the he adver- 


tiſement as an unpardonable inſult, by calling 


in queſtion the infallibility of their decrees, 


thought proper to read a paper in each of their 


claſſes; in which they informed the ſtudents, 
that they had repealed part of the regulations 

oer ine of in the advertiſement; but, in 
the caſe referred to, attempted, (I can't help 
ſaying, in a magiſterial ſtile,) to juſtify their 
behaviour; and, not content with repeatedly 
refuſing me che common privileges of other 
4 „ | ſtudents, 


88 is e Lo _ A . 


to form his opinion agreeable to juſtice. 


have undertaken, yet I ſhall never repent of 


fault with men, for whoſe genius, abilities, | 
and learning I have. the greateſt reſpect: The 


ſtudents, with. no Gnall art _ 0" 3 . 
ed the whole complaint as falſe and grounds. 
leſs, - I offered, in claſs, to prove the truth of 
the aſſertions. in the advertiſement; but the 
profeſſors, acting both. as accuſers and Judges, 1 
refuſed me that liberty: I -am, therefore, 
liged to 1 Ws method of f vindigging may 
conduct. 

I. ſhall, in in a8 . PO manner as poſſible, „ 
ah a ſtate of the facts, 0 the truth of ec ae} PR 
I am ready to make oath; nor ſhould I, (tho'" 

[ were qualified,) attempt to add any embel- 
liſhment to this narration, . as 1 thall; regard 
facts more than words, ad perſpi picuity more 
than ornament; deſiring nothing more of the 
reader, than to hear both parties equally, and Rs 


I am almoſt afraid, that the gravity and in- 
fluence of my learned adverſaries, will be ſuf- 
ficient to bear down all . oppoſition z however, 
though I ſhould prove unequal to the taſk I 


the motives: A mariner, who has eſcaped a 
rock, will think it incumbent on him to warn 
others of the danger; ; anda perſon injured has. 
a right to complain, and to * the fault on 7 
the aggreſſors. | 
Jam obliged, in the following 0 to find 
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Profeſſors however are men, and as {ſuch liable 
ſometimes to act wrong. 


Should I be filent on whar 1. . 1 in 


8 and, in the acquiring of which, I can, 


> "I OT" * 9 1 ” nr PR. 529 YT r . - p * 
* kf a * 9 * LET 7 : * 4 % 
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at leaſt, flatter myſelf with having uſed my 
beſt abilities; I. ſhould I be filent on this 
ſubject, it would be thought that I could not 
refute the reproaches of the Profeſſors; what- 
ever, therefore, the neceſlity « of my own defence 
may extort from me, this ought, in juſtice, to 
be imputed ta the aggreſſors, who voluntarily 
impoſed that neceſſity upon me. I muſt alſo 


make the ſame apology to the gentlemen whoſe 


. names I ſhall mention. 


on the Ig of May laſt, I went to Dr Mon- 


ro, told him, 1 wanted to be examined for my 


| degree; that, not having attended the profeſ- 


ſor of Materia Medica here, I would fee and at- 
in tend the claſs the following winter, and graduate 
S in June1771. Iwouldthen havebeen four years 
E - < in this college, and have dad attended all the 
medical claſſes; ſome of them repeatedly; and 

likewiſe ſome ſuperfluous ones, I mean, with 
regard to the regulations of the Profeſſors, ſuch 
as midwifery, natural philoſophy, and the cli- 
nical lectures. I told Dr Monro, that TI was 
perfectly ſatisfied to be examined in Materia 


Medica, having been three years in a ſurge- 


on's ſhop, and had a complete copy of Dr 
Home's lectures, which I. had carefully read, 
then in my poſſeſſion; and I added, that in 
caſe I did not anſwer to their ſatisfaction in 
that branch, they might reject me. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, Dr Monro told me, that as I 


Had not attended the Materia Medica claſs, 1 


could not be admitted. 
low days 2 T applied to Dr Cullen, Who 
promiſed 


te: 
Ne 
tin 


SW 
Ll : * 


0 


. 


be expected to anſwer in Botany, which they 


N 


promiſed me he would uſe his ne with the 
Profeſſors to obtain my requeſt; telling me, 
that he did not imagine they would refuſe me, 
as he got Mr Currie admitted a few days be- 


fore, who had never attended Botany. I ſo- 
lemly declare, that Dr Cullen was the firſt that 


ever informed me of that circumſtance; and 
when I returned home, I informed Mr Evans 
of it, who ſaid, it was lucky that I had appli- 
ed to the Doctor, otherways I ſhould have been 
ignorant of that ee caſe; (and, to the 
beſt of my „ it was four days before 
L applied to Dr Monro, that Mr Currie had 
anſwered.) Dr Cullen alſo told me, that ſeve- 
ral gentlemen were to be examined that week 3 
that however he would ſpeak to the Profeſſors 
ſeparately next morning, and move the matter 
at the next meeting. But a day or two after 
this, I heard that Mr Walker, who had never 
attended Botany, had anſwered the laſt day of 
April, which was ſome weeks before the claſs 
began, and that he had either taken a ticket 
for it, or had promiſed to take out one on its 
commencement. 

Further, Mr Dove, of eighteen months 
ſtanding, anſwered about the beginning of the. 
Botany claſs, which he had never before at- 
tended, Several other gentlemen, who had 
never attended Botany, anſwered at the ſame 
time; it is unneceſſary to mention their names. 

And Mr Stuart anſwered in March, and gra- 
duated in June, but never attended Botany be- 
fore or ſince. None of theſe gentlmen could 


had 


of a greater blunder; a few. weeks before, in 
_ admitting Mr , a gentleman of my ac- 


ſtanding, and 


order to qualify them to anſwer for their de- 


about me, aſked:him if he knew me; and that 
he had replied, he knew nothing about me. | - 
Upon which Dr Cullen ſaid, he thought he] a. 


known me. I hinted to Dr Cullen, that I i- 
magined Dr Monro- was againſt me; he ſaid 
that Dr Monro was a little haſty in his temper, 


had x never Rudied; and as L offered to aner 


in Materia Medica, which I had ſtudied, I 


thought mytelf at leaſt as wellFentitled-to an 


examination as they were: And I cannot avoid 
remarking; that moſt of the Profeffors, * 


ally Dr Monts, F 
were convinced; from my carefuband: diligent 


attendance on the .chafles, that I could anſwer 
as well, if not- better, chan man who were 


thortly- to graduate. 


Upon my ſecond uppRendb s to Dr Cullen, N 


Ae 4 rower me, that the Profeflors were a- 


gainſt him, a 
at it; however lie voluntarily promiſed to move 


nal ſeemed diſpleaſed and ſurpriſed ' 


the matter again; ſaying, that they were guilty 


quaintance, wWhe was only of eighteen months 

10 had not, at that time; fi- 
niſhed his firſt courſe of practice, and cine: for 
his part, he hadioppoſed it: He alſo faid, that 
as to the Materia Medica claſs, ſeveral gentle- 
men had indeed made a form of 3 it, by taking 
out tickets near the latter end of the courſe, in 


gree, He told me, that he ſpake to Dr Black 


ought to have made it his buſineſs to have ge 


but chat on W laſt ſpeaking to him about it, 
he 


T, 
2 


— 
- 


8 
4 
N - 


FEY 


he ſeemed more 4 of the reaſonableneſs „ 
of my requeſt, and imagine. he might *. 
brought to comply. 

On my third viſit to Dr Cullen, In told me, 
that the Profeſſors were ſtill obſtinate; that he 
told them they were doing wrong, and bade 
them mark the conſequence: he added, that 
he had done all in his power for me, and had 
made uſe of all the arguments he could think 
of, to aſſiſt me, and that I muſt. myſelf gonſi- 
der-what courſe was moſt; proper. to be taken. 
Theſe were his very words. Ire plied, that L would 
go to the Principal about it: ie bade. me do 
ſo, but not to ſay that he ſent me. At the 
fame time he defired me ta go round to the 
Profeſſors, and try them ſeparately, telling me, Y 
that Mr Currie's and Mr Walkers caſes were 
what I had chiefly to inſiſt on to each; and 
that he did not lee how they could refuſe me, 
after admitting them. Loom this I went to 
Dr Monro, Dr Black, Dr Hope, and Dr Home, 
but lb effect. It is ee, neceſſary to 
mention their anſwers. Dr Hope told me, that 
he would vote with the majority; but on ex- 
poſtulating with him, and deſiring to know 
his opinion, he ſaid it was againſt me. 

. I thould have remarked, that, on my firſt. 
application to Dr Monro, he. told me, that a 
gentleman, who I knew had not attended three. 
of the medical claſſes, had lately applied to be 
examined, but that he could not be admitted 
to trial: This was a further incentive to me to,, 
urge my examination; as I had imagined, that * 


ſuch applications v were always kept ſecret by 
B „ | ihe 3 


. 1 
the Profalldrs: and having alſo Weed ſuck re- 
fuſals, when made public, to hurt gentlemens 
characters, as they were often miſtanſtrued, 
and thou ght to proceed from their inability to 
anſwer. I cannot here avoid taking notice, 
likewiſe, of the different and contradictory an- 
ſwers I received from the Profeſſors, þ ASA 
to the gentlemen who had been examined: 


Some of them pretended ignorance. Dr Home 


was ſo polite as to tell me, that my aſſertion, 


with regard to Mr Walker's having anſwered 8 


before 25 Botany claſs began, was falſe; tho“ 
it can be inconteſtibly proved. He likewiſe 


ſaid, it was unknown to the Profeſſors, that 


Mr Stuart had not attended Botany, till after 


his firſt examination; I anſwered, that thou ght 


it very ſtrange, that ſuch a particular circum- 


ſtance ſhould eſeape their notice, as they were 


ſo fcrupuloz fly nice with regard to me. Dr 
Cullen told Mr Barret, ſince the advertiſement 
was put up, that Mr Stuart had attended that 
claſs. in Aberdeen; although, by the following 


letter from Dr Donaldſon, Pi rofelfbr of Medi- 
cine in that univerſity, it de appear, chat 


was im Pere. 4 


981 R, 5 e 23d Nov. 1770. 


« ] . your letter of 18th, deſiring me to 
55 inform vou, whether there is a Botany claſs 
„taught in this place? 0 

“Botany is not taught in che univerſity 
146 here, to which I belong ; neither! 18 chere w 


| 11 1 
. priv ate clan Hor Botany i in this place thar I 


* Ero of. [I am, Bie dee, 
5 ALEX. Donerpwon, Z 
« © To Mir ; 2 2 es Millar.“ Bc Su oF 5856 TH - 


OY 


At laſt deſp airing of ſucces, DE” ban cal 
led off by other huſineſs, I went to 'Dr-Home, 
and told for that fince they would not per- 


mit me to anfwer at that time, I deſired they 
would give me an opportunity 'of doing it on 
the commencement of the eriſuing winter's ſeſ- 
ſion, immediately on my takin 
for Materia Medica. 
day, che Profeſſors had a 


g out a ticket 
This, he told me next 

ed to; ſaying, (as 
I was coming ont of the door,) chat they had 
been thinking of examining me by a commit- 
tee, but he did not know how that would have 


done. 


About a a month SHEA I heard it was report= 


1 that I had gone in for my degree, or been 


under examination, which report could never 
have ariſen from me, having never-communi- 
cated, my intention to any perſon but Mr Evans; 
and as I had occaſion to go out of town, I fear- 
ed ſuch a report might have been miſconſtrued 


to my diſadvantage, as has happened to others 


in ſimilar caſes, and even to myſelf, as will 


afterwards appear; and alſo, as ſome gentlemen 


were particularly inquiſitive about me. I 


therefore applied again to Dr Home, telling 
him, that for the above reaſons, which 1 had 


mentioned to him on my firſt application, I 


reguethed they would examine me. In his an- 


wer, next day, he told me that the Faculty | 
would 


Nee . - 


would not agree to it. e. which: I went to 


the Principal, ho told me he had not heard. 


my ſtory, but that he could not be of any ſer- 
vice to me, ts he had no more power over the 


Profeſlors of Medicine than a private perſon, 
and could only ſpeak to them as ſuch, which 


he promiſed to do when he had an opportu- 
nity; but he never let me know. that he ſpoke 


to them Wut me, cho J were pere 


| him. 


I had been examined for my degree, and re- 
jected as not being able to 3 I had then 


reaſon to complain of the Profeſſors, whoſe 
treatment had expoſed me to this report; and 


to rejoice. that I had not gone out of town, as 
it would have been impoſlible (had this report 


1058 ſubſiſted) to have effectually contradicted 
Even many of my acquaintances hearing 


peck I had made application to the Profeſſors, 
thought there could be no other objection to 


me, but incapacity to anſwer; as they imagined, 
from my. inſiſting. on my examination, that 
perhaps I had not been able to anſwer ſuch 
queſtions. as the Profeſſors might put to me, 
and therefore did not chuſe to acquaint me of 
it; and had it not been for the kindneſs of 
one gentleman, I ſhould e 6 fl lie un- 
cher that imputation. 


Upon being informed of it, I vrote to 0 


of the Profeſſors for certificates that I was ne- 
ver examined by them; which they ſent me; 
but did not even then make any offer to admit 
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A ſhort time e 18 it was end chat 


Z DD 


t 
a 
QC 


. 


judicial an aſperſion; tho they — my cha- 


4 


4 3 ) 


me to examination, in order to wipe off ſo 


z 


racter was at ſtake, and could not otherwiſe be 
effectually cleared: for tho' their certificates 
might be ſufficient to ſatisfy my friends, yet 
it was out of my power to thew them to var 
who had heard the report. 

As Dr. Cullen has (it mt * and 
contradicted almoſt every circumſtance that. 
paſſed between him and me relative to this af- 
fair, I think it very fortunate for me, that Mr 
Evans was privy to the whole, from my firſt 
application to Dr Monra. I alway 8 canfüülkrd 
him before I went to the Profeſſors, and im- 


mediately on my return acquainted him with 


every particular circumſtance. That I con- 
ſtantly told Mr Evans the diſcourſe that paſſed 

between the Profeſſors and me, and hae it 13 
the ſame which I have here aſſerted, will ap- 

pear by his atteſtation annexed to the caſe; al- 
tho' in a late conference that Mr Evans and I 
had with Dr Cullen, the Doctor ſeemed to have 
forgot, and denied almoſt every particular be- 


fore- mentioned, relative to his diſcourſe with 


me. I would not however be underſtood to 
ſay, that Dr Cullen intentionally denies any of 
the circumſtances I have here affirmed. He is 
a perſon for whom I had the greateſt venerati- 
on; but his hurry of buſineſs might perhaps 
uns prevented him, from recollecting 2 


circumſtances, whieks mult have made-a muc 


ſtronger impreſſion on me, as being more in- 
tereſted in them. 353 
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e affair relative to Mr Black fi 
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N certify, That I was privy to the 1 
n his firſt ap- 
* plication to Dr Monro; Labwa ys Knew of 
« Mr Black's going to the Profeiſors 3 and! An- 

| a mediately om his return, he acquainted 
« with the diſcourſe which he ſaid paſſed be- 
<« tween the Profeſſors and him; and 1 hereby 
declare, and am ready to make oath, 1885 
hat he then told me, is exactly the fame, thas 
* he Ar. r in x the au Sake 
Al Era Sv. Evaxs.” 


Having hol given a f II and "Ba account of 
r whole circumſtances attending my applica- 


tion to the Profeſſors, and their refuſal to admit 


me to trial; I ſhall now conclude with ſhewing, 
that fuch Tefal was inconſiſtent with, and 
unauthoriſed by the ſtatutes of the Univerſity 


in E 
- 


mine; and that the paper which they read in 
heir claſſes on this fubject, was erroneous both 
in point of fact and argument. 
At the time of my 1 May laſt, 
5 ſtatutes or rules of the Uazvasgry, reſpect- 
ing the trials of candidates for the degree of 
doctor of medicine, were publicly hung up in 
the Library for the peruſal of ſtudents. Thoſe 
ſtatutes contain various regulations, regarding 
the diſſertations to be publiſhed and defended 
by the candidates, & c. but only two of thera 
relate to the prefent.cafe; viz. the ſecond ſtatute 


or rule, and the fifth, which regulate the na- 
ture 


rce at the time, as well as with their on 
practice i in other caſes; s leſs favourable than 
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ture and conditions of the farſt and ſecond 4 py 


f 
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ri- 
vate trials, which the candidates muſt 1 under- 
go before the public diſputation, &e. + 
The ſecond rule Sch relates to the aud of 
thoſe private trials, is in theſe words, Tri- 
* bus ſaltem menfibus ante dies prædictos, 
Gs: (i. e. 12mo. Junii, et 12mo.. Seprembris) 
* quicunque honores medicinz ambiverit; 
conſilium ſuum facultatis medicae decano 
aperiat, ut facultas queſtione privatim habi- 
© ta, de profectu ejus in literis præcipue medi- 
cin ſtudio certior fiat antequam ad ulteri- 
* ara peritiz tentamina eum admittat. 
Such are the words of the ſtatute n 
the firſt wal, which was the one I demanded 
to be pur upon; but was refuſed. . From 
thence, it appears, that no conditions are. 
therehy annexed to che admiſſion on this trial. 
Nothing is ſaid of its being req uiſite that the 
N ſhould have attended certain claſſes 
before it, and the ſtatute being ſilent as 
to this, as well as any other condition, it fol- 
lows that no. perſan.who applies for admiſſion 
to ſuch trial, can be refuſed.” It is enough that 
he thinks himſelf qualified to anſwer the queſ- 
tions put to him upon trial; and if then he 
ſhall be found qualified, he 1 1s entitled to 200: 
ceed to his other trials. | 
Senſible that the 8 as they flood at 
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the time, could not affect my cafe, it is now 


ſaid, that beſides the public rules, the Profeſ- 


lors had a TAs rule laid down "NON them 
| ſelves, 


files, importing! that 1 no perſons x who had. not 


attended the fix medical claſſes, or cannot bring 
a certificate from the Library of his having at- 


tended them, ſhall be admiteel to his firſt tri- 
al; and in the copy of the ſtatutes affixed in 


the Library, there has lately appeared an addi- 
tional one, inſerted as the ſecond: rule, and ſo 


made to ſtand. before the one I have already 


recited, which is in theſe words, 
£42 Nn in candidatorum numerum aſcribi 
< poteſt, priuſquam ftudiorum curſum in om- 


nibus quas ſcientia Medica complectitur diſ- 


© ciplinis, vel in hac; vel in alia Academia 
* penitus. abſolverit t. 


But it muſt be de e dle anpraenGon 
of all mankind, that my caſe could not be af- 
fected by any pretended rules that were kept 


private, and were unknown to the ſtudents in 


general and me in particular. Neither had the 


Profeſſors anthority to make ſuch a rule (if it 
did in fact exiſt at the time) as the approbation 


of the heads of the Univerſity i is requiſite to 
The only ſtatutes hav- 
ing the ſanction of it, and publiſhed in the 


eſtabliſh ſuch rules. 


Library for obſervance, were thoſe I have men- 


TA it which contain no regulation of that 


kind; and conſequently this pretended private 


ther gentlemen 1 to trial, who had as little com- 


plied with it, and even leſs than I had 


done. 


And 


rule could never juſtly affect me, and appears 
to have been diſregarded by the Profeſſors 
themſelves, from their admitting ſo many o- 
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And as to the new additional rule above: 
mentioned, which now is inferted in the pubs 
he ſtatutes, it muſt have been deviſed, - wk. give 
ſome countenance to what the Profeſſors had 
already done in my caſe; tho it can never avail 
chives 1 in that reſpect; as it is notorious, that 
this additional rule never made its appearance; 
till the day after the advertiſement was put up; 
at the diſtance of many months after the mo” El 
ceedings on my caſe were oV“. 

J muſt likewiſe obſerve, that this firſt 48300 
to which I-was thus clearly intitled to be ad- 
mitted, has been always regarded as the moſt 
material of the Whole. After it is over, candi- 
dates publicly declared that they have paſſed 
or anſwered for their degree, and it is believed 
not a ſingle inſtance has ever occurred whete 
a candidate has been rejected after paſling it. 

Again the fifth ſtatute, which relates to the 
ſecond private trial is in theſe words; —* Sex- 
to die menfis May vel Auguſt, candidatus 

coram Facultate Medica a duobus Profeſſori⸗ 
bus interrogatus, progreſſum ſuum in Anato- 
mia, Chemia, Arte Medicamentaria, Bota- 
nice, et Materia Medica, vel 1 
Medicinz parte quz 11s placuerit, oſtendat. 
This ſtatute appoints two Profeſſors to exa- 
mine the candidate upon his knowledge in 
Anatomy, Chemiſtry, Botany, Materia Medi- 
ca, Practice of Phyfic, or any other branch 
of medicine that they think fit; but it makes 
no condition as to the candidate's having atten- 
ded. any Par ticular claſſes in theſe branches, 

C nor 
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nor any diſtinction as to the manner of having 
attained the knowledge of them. It is ſuffici- 


ent to entitle him to paſs his trial, that he is 
found knowing and qualified in fuch branches; 
and as I was ready and qualified to anfwer in 
all of them, the refuſing me leave to do ſo, 
can receive no authority or juſtification from 


this ſtatute, and was alike adverſe to the prin- 
ciples of reaſon and juſtice, as to the practice 
in ſuch caſes. It will be obſerved too, that 


the days fixed by the ſtatute for this ſecond 
trial, are in May for the June graduation, and 


in Auguſt for the September one. Now, as I 
only intended to take my degree in June 1771, I 

my ſecond trial would not come on till May 
next, before which time I would have attended 


the Materia Medica claſs,” ſo that this rule 
could never have affected me, even if it had 


contained any condition as to fuch atten- 
dance, Which it does not. 

My application, and the refuſal given m me, en- 
tirely related to the firſt trial, for which no 
preciſe day is fixed by the ſtatutes ; ; and this 
ſecond trial is very different from it, as it is 


held in the Library, and its taking place 1s 


never kept ſecret like the firſt one. 
Having thus proved, it is hoped, to che 


e s entire ſatisfaction, that the Profeſſors 


refuſing to admit me to the firſt trial was 
unwarranted by the ſtatutes of the Univerſity, 
and even contrary to them, and inconſiſtent 


with the practice in ſuch caſes; it remains only 


for 1 me to take notice of the moſt material parts 
of 


j 


KR OA 
It the] paper read on this occaſion a by the Pro 


feſſors. 5 


A copy of Wie paper was twice ee d 
of them; but after raking 24 hours to conſi- 
der of that demand, they were pleaſed to re- 
fuſe to comply with it; I can therefore only 
notice the ſubſtance of it, according to my 
memory, and the remenibrance of thoſe who 
heard it read; and if I ſhould be miſtaken or 
miſinformed as to any part of it, the Profeſſors 
themfelves, and not I, are anſwerable for it. 
1. The Profeſſors faid, that tho' from a gentle- 
man's long ſtanding they might preſume him to 
be better qualified to anſwer, yet it is far from 
proving him ſo. The Profeſlors ſeem. by thcir 
actions to contradict their own aſſertion, for 
they examined two gentlemen of only eighteen 
months ſtanding, conſequently preſumed them. 
1 qualified than me of three years ſtand- 

to whom. they refuſed the ſame privi- 
. 5h tho the preſumption, even bytheir own 
confeſſion, was in my favour. 

— They ſaid that by virtue. of the ticket in 
my pocket, I thought myſelf qualified to an- 
ſwer. It ſeems, this was their own opinion of 
it; for they promiſed to let me anſwer this 
winter as ſoon as I ſhould take out a ticket for 
the Materia Medica claſs; at which time they 
could not preſume that 1 would be better pre- 
pared, than at my firſt application: And does 
it not plainly W that they thought the 
gentlemen whom they admitted to an exami- 
nation, before and at the commencement or 

the 
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che Botany claſs, were entitled to anſwer by 
virtue of tickets in their pockets, or even 


by virtue of a promiſe to take them out. 


I cannot help being furpriſed that: the Pro: 


Kefſors ſhould — forgot ſo material a cir- 
cumſtance as my having been in a ſurgeon's 


ſhop, when they declare that I never ſtudied 


Materia Medica: ſurely every one but little 
_ converſant in phyſic knows that three years 
an a ſurgeon's ſhop affords more inſtruction, 
than three, or even fix years attendance on this 
claſs at an Univerſity; and even their anſwers 


to me at my firſt application ſhewed that they 


were convinced of my capacity. Since this 


particular part of my caſe eſcaped their memo 


Ty, I do not at all wonder at their forgetting 


many other material circumſtances, © | 
3. They ſeemed offended at the word F ORM, 
in the advertiſement, It is plain that the Ma- 


teria Medica claſs, as well as the Botany, has 
often, and even very lately, been made a form 
of; as ſome gentlemen who graduated laſt 


ſummer, ſcarcely attended half of Dr Hope's 
laſt Lourſt of Materia Medica, the Doctor be- 
ing taken ill foon after Chriſtmaſs, and obliged 
to A ſcontinue his lectures for that ſeaſon; nor 


did they ever attend it elſewhere. Dr Cullen's 


words before- mentioned, further confirm this 
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The Profelſors PIN Thar 1 no ſt. in 


Tl hs fame ſituation with me was permitted. to 


anſwer, and therefore, that'my complaint was 


unjuſt, But I have endeavoured to ſhew, that 
1 ſeveral 


* 


ſeveral whom they admitted; were liable to e- 
qual objections, in paint of form; (even one 
of them never afterwards complied with that 


form) and greater in point of qualification; they 
being unacquainted with Botany, which is one 
of the fix medical daſſes, as much a8 N 
Medica i 200277 727067 
. The Profeſſors fuk, ine 1 ac td ah 
hk in deferring my examination till winter. 
But, it is evident from their re peated refuſals, 
that I could not do other wiſe. as the ob- 
jection to me was entirely formal, and as it 
fubjected me to many inconveniencies, and 


was diſpenſed with in reſpect of other gentle- 


men, J could not but complain of eee 
6. Dr Cullen aſſerted in his claſs, that he 

had nat ſeen me for fix months; ben he 

ſpake ta Mr Evans and me between the Mea- 


dows and his own country houſe, about the 


latter end of laſt Auguſt. I met him ſeveral 
times in the ſtreet; and ſtood at the. back of 
one of the candidates, who fat oppoſite the 
Doctor the laſt September graduation. But as 
the Doctor had told me, that he had done all 
in his power for me, I thought that any fur- 
ther application to him, would only — put 
him to unneceſſary trouble. I muſt however 
own, I am much ſurpriſed at Dr Cullen's for- 
getting what paſſed between him and me; and 
may very properly n m uyfelt in the fol- 
lowing words; 


ei mihi, gualis erat, guantun mutatus bs albo! 
7. The 
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7. The Profeſſors ſaid, that they thought 


Ft che Principal 8 character mi; ght have ſecured 


him from any aſperſion. They ſeem to be at 


a loſs for Nm Aves. cauſe of complaint againſt 
me. I, as much as any Profeſlor, revere the 


Principal s function and character. T have on- 
ly told the truth; nor did any of them contra- 
dict it. Reese, as it now appears, that the 


Principal had it not in his power to act other- 


wile, the advertiſement does not in the leaſt re- 


flect on him. 
8. I muſt ſay, it was very extraordinary for the 
Profeſſors, to pretend to anticipate and declare 


the ſenſe of the ſtudents with regard to the 


advertiſement, as, at that time, very few of 
the ſtudents were acquainted with the particu- 
lars of my caſe: And, I flatter myſelf, that no 
perſon would form an opinion, before he had 
heard the arguments on both ſides. At the 
fame time, the Profeſſors mentioned that they 
had repealed part of the grievances complained 


of in the advertiſement ; can any circumſtance 


more ſtrongly ſhew, that even themſelves al- 
lowed part of the complaint was juſt? 
Neceſſity having ſo far compelled me to 
{peak a little {everely of the Profeſſors; let it 
not be underſtood, that Ideſire, or mean to ſay, 
that they, in general, behave improperly to 
ſtudents. Bodies politic, (like the human bo- 
dy,) are prone to diſeaſes; and even the beſt 


men are liable to err: But, as I have been a 


ſafterer by ſuch error, I muſt be exculed for 


thewing, that the fault did not lie on my ſide; 
that 


that my requeſt was 5 to the che 8 
ſtabliſhed rules of the Univerſity; and that . 
refuſal of it was equally repugnant to theſe . 
rules, as to reaſon and practiee. - 

I ſhall ſhortly conclude, in the words of one 
of the Profeſſors, reſpecting the foregoing caſe, 
and, I flatter myſelf, with as much propriety,. 
VIZ. If I have been well uſed, I leave to others 

to determine.” 

I ſhall now take my leave of the Profeſſors. 
As I doneither propoſe to attend their lectures, 
nor graduate here, it is probable we ſhall not 
have any new ſubject for diſpute, It is againſt | 
my inclination that I now appear in print. 
Self-defence alone compels me; nor ſhall any 
other motive hereafter induce me. 


Page 5. 1. 10. after * word PIP read and 
the anſwers of the Profeſſors, to the truth of 


which laſt I am ready to make oath, 


FY 


